14        ON  THE  UNDERRATED   ORMTtTS
Is reminded of Bacon*s essay ()/ Dtfwwifa and
especially of where it is predicated of the de-
formed that **they will, if they be of spirit, seek
to free themselves from scorn; which must be
either by virtue or malice. And therefore let it
not be marvelled^ if sometimes they prove excel-
lent persons".
There is interesting evidence to hand showing
that, not long after Tarlcton's death in September
1588, a ballad concerning him was issued bearing
a portrait* There was published in 1190 (as it
had doubtless been acted in 1189) a play by
Robert Wilson, Ttrleton*s sometime colleague,
entitled Tbt Phawitt &nd                         of th
TOw Lords and Tbm            of lmdim%. in which
Incidental tribute was generously paid to the
great clown's memory, It came from the mouth
of Simplicity, a pedlar of small wares, including
ballads. The tribute is led up to by Will taking a
ballad out of Simplicity's basket, and asking
whom the picture on it represented* He is told
Tarleton;
O, it was a fine fellow, as c*cr was born:
There will never come his like* while the earth ctn
com.
O,  passing  fiue  Tarltonl   I   would   thou   hidst
lived yet